
Aïrcrew Service

Sergeant Wiiiiam James ANDERSOM:
41617

Wil J ia m Anderson was born on the 16*
Oef ober. .191.3 at New Brightón,
Christchurch, He received his secondar>'
education at the Christchurch Technical
High School and galned his Senior Pree
Place in 1933, Later hè sludied for a
penod of two years at evening classes at.
the Canterbury College School, of
Engineering. His chief interests in sport
were footbail, tennis, and cricket, He was
empioyed, at the time of his enlistmenl in
the R.N.Z.A.F., hy Booth MacDonald and
Compauy, Chnsiehurch.

i

Sgi, Anderson applied for aircrew training
oo the ls February, 1940. He eveotuaUy
entered camp at. Levin to commence a course
as an air gunner on January 19, 194 L He
left Auekland on the 'Awatea' on February
27", 1941, for training in Canada under the
Empire Air Training Scheme.

On arrival in Canada, Sgt. Anderson was
posted to No,3 Wireless School, Winnipeg,
Manitoba, In August, 1941, ïie proceeded to
No.ó Bombing and Guriiiesy School,
Mounfain View, Ontarto. where, on
September lst. 1941, hè was awarded his air
gunners badge and promoted to Sergeant,
ShortSy afterwards hè • embarked, for the
United Kiogdom.

Sgt. Anderson, oo arnva! in England in
October, 1941, was posted to No.2 Signals
School, Yaiebury, Wiirshire. and" on
November 25!h, 1941 proceeded to No 11
Operaliona! Training Unit, Bassineboura
Hert.fordsbj.re. On July 21, 1942 hè wm
posted jj No.7 Squadron, Oakington,
Cambridgeshjre, where hè carned out a
series of opcrational exercises in Sürlins
aircraft, with B Squadrons
rhght.

Oi i then igh tof the 1942

t Anderson was a member of thf| crew of
^ of No.7 Sqoaciroo whiC*

on air operations over enemv
and fiiïied io return to iis base.'

Al! members of the crew, including Sgt,
Anderson, were reported rrüssing. Later,
news was received from the International
Red Cross Coramiitee that the body of Spi
Anderson had been washed ashore near
Oudemirduoi, Holland, He was buried at
the Lemmer Cemeter^, Friesland, lïoiland.

Mr.W.S. Anderson (F) ' '
c/()W«EMeArthurEsq.,
'Clifton*, McArthurs Rd.. :

Harewood, Christchurch

| | fSource :• NZ Military Archives l
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Sergeant Ronaid Hugh C1ABTREE
41174]

Ronaid Crabtrec was boni at Napier on the
4!h November, 1917. He received his
seeondary educMiort at Napier BovV High
School, His physical activhics included
fooibaü and athletics, particularly high
jumping. FroiTi an earty age hè had evinced a
keen interest in aviatión and wasnhe founder
of the Napier Model Aeroplane Club, After
leavjng school hè was employed by a Napier
building firm as a carpenter, and was so
employed when - on the
1939 - hè applied for

•R.N.Z.A.F.

19* September,
service in the

Sergeant Crabtree was enlisted on the 15th

March, 1 94 i, at the Initial Training Wing,
Levin, for training as aircrew, and embarked
for Canada on the 29°' April, 1941, for
training under the Empire Training Scheme.

Shortly at'ter arrival in Canada, Sergeant
Cr abtree was - on the 16* May, 1941 -
posted to No 3 Wireless Schooi, Winnipeg,
Manitoba, He proceéded to Nel l Bombing
and Gunnen- School, Jarvis, Ontario, on the
29* September, and while here hè was - on
the 25n October - awarded lus wireiess
operator / air gunrter badge and prornoted So
the rank of sergeant. He proceeded to No l
"Y" Depot, Halifax, Nova Scotia,, on the 29*
October tor embarkadon to the United
Kingdom.

Sgt;, Crabtree arrived at No 3 Personnel
Recepdon Centre, Bournernonth, on the 14fh

November, 1941 and - on the 3:d December -
was posted to No l Signals School CranwelJ,
Lincolnshire. He proceeded to No 1l
Operationai Training Unit (O.TlJ,), then at
Bassingboura, and later to Steeple Morden,
bot h in fferrfbrdshire ïsevera! mifo apart) on
the 20* Jaiiuary, 1942, Here, hè crewed op
and completed his training on Wellington
bomber aircraft. He was posted for a
eonversion couree to No 7 Conversio»
Squadron» Oakington, Cainbridgeshire, for
convetting to Stirling bomber aircraft- While
ai the OT.IJ, Sgt Crabtree took. part in 2
operational flights agaïnst Essen and Bremen
Wit h No 7 Scjuadron hè took part in a fiirther
7 operaüoint! fljghts.

his targets including Hamburg, Dusseldorf.
Saarbrucken. Bremen, Duisburg. and
Wii helmshaven.

Sgt. Crabtree was a niember of the crew of
a Stirüng bomber which look off on ait
operations on the night of the 16!h/i?'l!
September, 194:2, and failed to retrim to ics
base, All meinbcrs of the crew, including
Sgt, Crabtree, were elassified as missing.
Later Information was received trom a
German source through the International

: i Red Cross Coramittee fltat. hè had lost his
life, and was ree!;issified as missing,
believed killed i» aetiors. In doe course h»
dealh • was offieially presumed 10 have
occurred on the 1.7* September, 1942.
Later information was reeeived thal his
body hai! been washed. ashore and that hè
was buried in the Lemmer Cemeterv,
Friesland, Holland,

The crew coniained four other New
Zealanders P/O B.Daüenger of Lower
Hutt, Sgi D.T.Lamb of SienlieHii., S*i,
WJ.Anderson of Christchurch and
H.Ö.Goddard of Te Anga, nearTe Kuiri.

Mrs M.C.Crabttee
177 Vigour Browa St.,
Napier
aircrew

215 hts as

(Source :- N'Z Military Arckivex)
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Piiot Office Ben DALLENGER
411371

Bom at Lower Hu t f. on the 31M March, 1919.
Ben Daüenger received his secondary
education at the Hut i Vailey High Schooi
whcre hè gained his Senior Free Place. He
played rugby and cricket, wojJsf at school
and later played hockey for the Petone
Hockey Club, At the time of his enlistment
in the Air Force hè was employed by T
Waugh Ltd., Lower Hutt as clerk.

P/O Dallenger applied for aircrew training in
February 1940, but his application was
defcrred on medical grounds. He finally
entered camp in March 1941, reporting at the
Ground Training Schooi, Levin. He
commenced his fiying training at No 2
Elementary Fiying Training School, New
Plymouth, early in 'April, anti on the
compietion of the course in June, hè
embarked for Canada to continue his training
under the Empire Air Training Scheme. In
Canada hè trained at No 10 Service Fiying
Training Schooi Dauphin, Manstoba, where
hè was •awardedf his flying badge early in
September and. promoted to Sergeant a few
days later. The following month hè was

v.granted a conimission in the rank of Pilot
Officer with effect the 25lh September.

P/O Dallenger ernbarked for the United
Kingdom early in October 1941, arriving at
No 3 Personnel Reception Centre,
Bournemouth, on the 19*. October. After a
period at No 16 Beam Approaclï Training
Flight, Topcliffe, Yorkshire, hè procecded to
No 20 Operational' Training Unit,
Lossiemouth. Morayshire, for operational
training on Wellington aircraft. On the
completion of the course in June, 1.942, hè
was posted to No 7 Squadron, Oakington,
CambrSdgeshire. From Oalcingion, as second
pilot on Wellington aircraft, hè took part in
three operaiional flights ineluding raids on.
installations af St Naire. in France, and
Baden in Germany, At the end of June 1942,
P/O Dallenger proceeded to No 22
Operationa! Training unit, , Wellsbourne |
Mountfbfd, Warwickshire, Early in August
hè was posted to No 7 Squadron Converaon
Pbght Oakington, lor a conversion course to
Stirling aircraft.. Oa the completion of the

course hè remamed with No 7 Squadroa af
Oakington, and from this base carried out
a further sëven operationa( fiighi,-:, These
ineluded raids on targets in Germany,
including Duisherg, Osnabrock, Bremen,
:and Wilhelmshaven» He also carried out
mine laying operations in. tóe Baltic Sea,

On the night of 16/17 September, 1942,
•P/O Dallenger was the pilot of a Stiriing
aircraft, whieh feïled to return from a raid
on an enemy target, This was his U*,
operational flight. AU members of the
crew, including P/O Dallenger. were
classified as missing. Information later
received tiirongh the International Red
Cross stated that P/O Daüenger's body had
been washed ashore near Lemmer,
Holland, His death was therelore
presuraed to have oceuiTed on the l?w

September 1.942, A later report received
stated that P/O Datienger was btiiied m the
Lemmer Cemeiery, Friesland, Holland,
The olher New ZeaJanders in the crew
were Sgt T.D.Larnb of Bienheim: Sgi
WJ.Anderson of Christchurch: Sgt
R.N.Crabtree of Napier; and Sgt
H.C.GoddardofTe Anga ' : "• ' , • . .

Mr J,S,Dallenger (F)
14 Stilling St, Lower Hutt

rscas pilot:" V : .;';•
(Süitree ;-NZ Military Records)
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Sergeant Harry
404547

Harry Godditrd was bom on die 7!fi May,
1915 a! Jünokahu, Tiie sports in which hè
«at>; tf!tere«aed inchuied rugby, ceiinis, and
cricket. In April, 1939 bc made application
for enroiöiens in the Civil Reserve, but was
tmsiiceesstdl Witli the ouibreak of war hè
made applicaticn for aircrew traming on the"
41" December. 1939, and at tbls time hè was
fannmg on hts own behalf af Te Anga, Te
Kuiti .

1
Sergeant Goddard was enlisted at die ïnitial
Training Wing, Levin. oa the 24* November,
1940, and on completion of hls snilial
training \K ernharked on the 30ll> Jarruary,
1941, aboard the 'Aorangi' tor Canada undêr
the Empire Training Scherae.

Shortly after arrival in Canada Spt, Goddard
•7p was pösted on ihe 16* Fehmarya 1941, to No

.. 3 Wireiess School, Winmpeg, Maokoha, aad
proceeded on the 7* July to No 6 Bombing
and Cntanery School, Moimiam View,
Omario, where, on the 4* August, 1941., hè
was awatded his air gunner* * badge and

. promoied to the rank of Sergeant. He was
pösted on the I0th August to No l "Y" Depot,
Halifax, Nova Scotia; for embafkation to'the
United Kinsdoin.

Sgt. Goddatxl arrived at No 3 Pereonnel
Receptioo Centre, Bourneniouth oa the 15*
üepfember, 1941, and was pösted in the sanie
nionth io No l Sigoals Schooi, Cranwell,
UficoJnshire, and theace on the 6fh Dccerober
l || I Air Gunaeis' ,School,. Perabrep
CannartherishiR?. On compleüon of the
course hè proceeded os the 20* January,
1942, to No 11 Öperafjona! Traiamg
(OJ'.U.j, BassiOgfxMin, Heitfordshire, where
hè tratoed as an air gunner on Wellington
bornber aircraft. late in July hè was pösted

• r o No 7 Squadron (Conversion Flighr) at
Oakirigton, . Caiolirïilgesliire. ^ (near
ttü.wngboitm). where' hè cmwèd ttp and
corapleted his tra.mi.ng 00 Sürling aitrraft
belore postttig on the 29Ü1 August to No 7
squadron at Oakingloii, With tbis squadron
as the rear gunner of Stirling aircraft h& took
pari in fiight^ the targel5

including Saarbnickcri, Breinen, and
Dttisburg. tn Gernumv,

On the t6/J7 : t ! September. 1942, Sgt
Goddard was the rear gunrtrr of" a S t i r i iug
aircraft which took part on an operational
flight over enerny terrnory, aod failed. to
return to lts base. AH memhers of the
crew, including Sgt, were
reported missing.- Information recetved
•from the Inteirsationai Red Cross
Commitlee reported ihat his body had been
recoveied and in coosequence hè was
reclassified as missing, beiïeved killed.. In
due course tas death was officia! i v
presuiued to have occurred on the 1,7*
September, 1942, Additiona! mfomiaiton
received fn>m the LR.CC, reveaJM ihat hè
was btineci al Leramer Cemeterv
Friesland, Holland;. ,

Ofher R.N.Z.A.R members in the crew
dncinded P/0 R Dallenger of Lowcr Hurt
Sgt, DT Larnb «f Bknheim. S^t, W I
Anderson of Christchurch. and Sgt |̂ P
Crabiree of .Napier.

Mrs E S Goddard
Te Anga, RD
Te Kuiti

(m)

.187 te, as tur gunner

, : (Source:-NZ Military
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F l i h i t Ponalcl ïaylor

Donald Lamb was honi af Bsenheirn on the
' Iö* May, !922. He received his seeondary

education ai Marlbörough Coiiege and
afferwards funhered his studies % attcnclitig
commercial classes at Nelsoo ïedmical
College. The sports in which hè took part
were footbatf. cricket, hockey, hamer
running, tennis and golf, Ho joined the
i e rr i tori a i Forces and served in the
Wellington Battalion. His civilian occupation:
was that of watchmaktT and jeweller in the
employmem of Mr RW.Denlon. Wellington,
On the firsf of May, 1940 hè appljed for war
services in the Royal New'zealand Air

: Force,

Fisght Sergeant Lanib was erihsted in aircrew
on the 19"' January, 1.941 at the Initial

• Training Wing, Levin. and on tiie 27!l' March,
1941 hè ernbarked on the 'Aorangi' at
Auckland for Canada for urai.ai.Ag under the
Empire Training Schetne.

Shortly after arrival in Canada, Fligh!
Sergeant Larab was posted on the 17* April,
1941 to No 6 Air Observer School, Prinee
Albert, SaskarehewaiL From here, hè was
posted on the 7lh July, 194! to No 3 Bombing
and Gunnery School, Ma<; Donald, Manitoba.
Ibr an air observers' advanced aavigaiioti
course. On the 21sl September. 1941 hè
proeeeded to No 1. "Y" Depot { Ia) i fax. Nova
Scoüa, to await embarkation for the United
Kiogdom» : : :

' Flight Sergeant Lamb arnved ai No 3
Personnel Reception .Centre, Bpurnemotith,
on the 7lh Ocfober, 1941 and was posted on:

the 25{" November, J 94 1 to No 1 1
Operational Training Unit fOTU),

'Bassingbourn., Hertfiorckhïre. wiiere hè wm
crewed «p and completed his frainuig on • ' • -
Weliiogton Bomber aircraft, He was posted
on rhe 23K| Jufy 1942, to No 7 Squadron
Coirununication Flight stationed' at
Oakmgton, Wittr ihis Squadroa as

•navigator of a Sïirüng bomber hè took part In'
five attacks on targets jn enemy occupied
Europe, Ftighi. Sergeant Lamb was navigator
of a StIrlmg..Bii||fefüiC|l m)k off on an air |
operation oa rhe nighl of 16/17* September l

1942 to carry out a mission over enemy
ïerrJtory, The aircraft faiïed to returo to lts
base, and all onenihers of the crew
ineiuding Füght Sergeant Larab wes-e
classified as missing. Later infcrrnalton
was received trom a Gen n ars «miree
through the International Red sCross
Committee that Plight Sergeant Lamb had
lost his Me and that his body had been
recovered on the 24* September, 1942
froro the Ijsselmeer (the inland sea nonhof
the Zinder Zee, Holland), lis due couise his
death was officïaüy presumed to have
occumd on the 17* September. 194.2.
Intbrmation was subsequently. received
that hè had been huried sn ihe Lemmer
Cenietery, Friesland, Holland.

'ïhe crew of the aircraft eoniained tour
|ötfcr New Zealatiders, Ptloi Olficer

Dailenger of Lower Hutt, Sergeant
WXAtïderson of Chrisicliurch, Sergeant
R.H.Cïabtree of Napier, and ' Seraeant.

of Te Aiiga. .. ". (.

n.o.k. Mr T.C Lamb 48 Wellington Si.
Nelson,

294 hoors as air observer
• • v : - : (SouKe :- NZ Miltlan-



•R S.rt/PHötGraham BfCJRGESS
-l i 869

fdniham Burpes-; joined the RdN.ZA.F, on Fe b
9* 1941 and foliowing f ïy ing t r a i n i n g on Tïger
Moths and Airspced Ox fords lef! Auckiartd on
\4Vi August 194 L He t ra vel i cd to b v ship and
train to Halifax. Nova Scotia, where hè
eniharked on tbc sh>p 'Emipress of Asia' bound
for 'üverpoo! in Ensland He re his training
eontmited on WeHininon bombers ai i O.T.U
(Occupation.'ïf Training Idnil) at Bassinsboum,
Cambridgeshire. This was fojfowed by a
posfing to 7 Squadron conversion unit at
Oakiagion living Sürling bombcr^.

Graharn rtew as 2nü pilot in two opera! ional
Ilights over Germany.' The Hariburg trip on
the 28'" of Juïy was a very dicey one uhen
shey «'ere coned in searchiights and attacked
by flghters, necessstadng the jeiti^ooing of.
Hie sneendiaries load short of large!, The plane
ivas then expcnly dropped to a tow levcl hy
Ihe Captain, F/ï Waifer Runciman. a sul escape
made over Denmark, They were attacked and
h il by gronnd fire crossing the Kiel Canai,
The next raid to Dusseldorf on the 31"1 Julv
was aborted short of.target when the Canadian
navigator becmm incapacitaied. These rwo
raids were higiiiighted in the book 'The;;.
Haniest Wrft/rr',

•Two days after the Dusseldorf raid Grahanv'
played cricket for New Zealund in Loadon, bot
coliapsed on the field and was'admined to
hospita! with plcurisy, He .returaed to base on
ihe 16"' September - in time to waters his crew
i'iy off on what was to be thesr Jast operarion.

ï'he illnes?» was the end of Grahams flyiin;
days, and after 12 months in hospita! and
convaiesdag hè was invalided home to
N.Z. at the end of 1943. This turn of
events without a doubt, proveef a iifesaver
for Grabatn, as bis NfZ crew with a new
püoi were shot down returnirip trom :•
successful raid to Essen, and are huried i.n
the viiJage ceutetery 31 Lernsier, Hofland,

On his return to New Zealand Graham
vlsiied the families of his crew, and also
kept in contact with Sylvia Lamb on the
Island of Sark in the Channel Jsiands.


